Always concerned with his community, Alfred Desio was awarded
a commendation from the Los Angeles City Council in January
1998. Councilman Ridley-Thomas opened the ceremony at City
Hall by “this is a resolution adopted today to commend Alfred
Desio on an outstanding career as a dancer, a director, a chore-
ographer, and a composer.”

Photo above: State Senator Mark Ridley-Thomas talking with Louise Reichlin at Alfred’s
“Celebration” in March 2007. His sons, also in photo, studied with Alfred. Susan Reichlin,
Louise’s sister-in-law is on left. (Photo Peter Reichlin)

photo right: Sam Weber and Alfred Desio as Two In Tails filmed in 2000]

Alfred Desio has worked often with jazz bands and symphony orches-
tras. In 2004 he performed with the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz Orchestra
at the Anson Ford Amphitheatre, as well as directing Colburn Kids
Tap/L.A. & Friends for the finale of the production, receiving a
standing ovation. In 2003 he performed a new jazz arrangement
to Bach with the Pasadena Pops Orchestra at Descanso Gardens for
their program Kick Up Your Heels, and several years earlier co-cho-
reographed (with Louise Reichlin) and performed a Gershwin Suite
with the same orchestra. In 2000 he premiered a trio tap version to
Morton Gould'’s Tap Dance Concerto with the San Diego Symphony at
Copley Hall conducted by Jung Ho Pak, receiving a standing ovation.
He performed more recently in the fall of 2005 with jazz pianist Larry
Goldings at the Jazz Bakery and Largo.

Unusual commissions include a collaboration with Pacific
Symphony Orchestra in 1990 to premier Variations for Zapped
Taps™ and Orchestra, which he performed with the orchestra at the
Orange County Performing Arts Center on two occasions. In 1999
he directed and choreographed the original show Caution: Men At
Work TAP for Theatrical Arts International, which toured nationally
in 2000 and 2001.

Alfred Desio was honored on May 6 by the Dance Resource
Center “Excellence in Teaching” award at the Alex Theatre in

Glendale. There was a DVD presentation of himself dancing which
he had wanted to be presented, and an amazing improvisation
tribute by one of his former students Channing Cook Holmes, that
included not only tap dancing, but almost a channeling of Alfred
singing and dancing Cute by Neil Hefti, a piece he loved doing,
and some wonderful sounds representing his electronic out-put.
At the presentation, Louise Reichlin, who accepted the award for
him talked about how strongly he affected many people - not
just students, but also by his quest for seeking the best from each
person, no matter their age or level. He did not turn out cookie
cutter Alfred tappers.

Christian Mueller-

Stahl, who directed
the German short Two

In Tails, sent Reichlin
a quote that very

much echoed many
of the hundreds of

letters received from

his former students.
The complete letter,
which is like a script,

is on the LA C&D
web site. - “Alfred
was a great gift not only for the film and the people he worked
with, but to me personally. Foremost, Alfred gave me direction,
self-confidence, hope. When | needed it the most, he was there.
And I'm not sure if he ever was aware of this because it came so
naturally and effortless to him. He could dance in his sleep.” Toby
Mayman, former President of the Colburn School spoke at Alfred’s
funeral celebration and expressed “The Colburn School has lost its
pied piper and it won’t ever be the same.”

Memorial contributions may be sent to the non-profit Los
Angeles Choreographers & Dancers of which he was Associate
Director. For those who donate $100 or more and request the Desio
Memorial DVD, a DVD is being made including the slide show and
videos shown at his “Celebration” at Zipper Hall in March, the
DVD video presentation Reichlin made for the Horton Awards, plus
additional materials. If you have already donated please contact us
to receive this special thank you gift. ®

LINKS TO ALFRED DESIO

(tyre in website addresses with no spaces once you start- or go to our newsletter

online and copy/paste into address bar or go to Alfred’s website, and follow the

links with a click until you reach the end)
www.LAChoreographersAndDancers.org/p3_more.html#ZT

o Website Alfred Desio

www.LAChoreographersAndDancers.org/p3a_obit.html
Celebration of Alfred’s life

www.latimes.com/news/obituaries/ la-medesio17feb17,
1,6567550.story?coll=la-news-obituaries

Alfred’s Los Angeles Times obituary by Lewis Segal

www.calendarlive.com/stage/cl-et-desio7mar07,0,5525434.
story?coll=cl-stage-features

An appreciation of Alfred Desio,
Los Angeles Times by Howard Blume

www.LAChoreographersAndDancers.org/p3b_obit.html

* Re: Alfred Desio, Tap Dancer and innovator, has passed
away, email from Christian Mueller-Stahl,
Director of Two In Tails





