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Photos:

above: Alfred Desio holding electronic taps with Tap-Tronic™
synthesizer equipment behind. LA C&D Director Louise Reichlin
holding a racket from her signature piece The Tennis Dances
on right

Right: Closeup of Alfred’s Zapped Taps™
(both photos Los Angeles Times 1984)
Below: Afred Desio performing 1982 (photo Kenneth Johansson)

After receiving a choreography fellowship
from the National Endowment of the Arts
in 1986 Alfred had his East Coast debut of
Zapped Taps™/Alfred Desio at Dance
Theater Workshop (New York) to critical
acclaim. The next year, he returned to the
Big Apple for Lincoln Center Out of Doors,
where an audience of 6,000 attended the
show.

Reviewed in Variety as “probably the most
inventive tapper in the business,” Alfred
Desio also used traditional jazz and acapello
selections to create a program that had Lewis
Segal at the Los Angeles Times writing
“jazzy, complex unaccompanied routine that
defined tap musicality...brilliant...absolutely
dazzling.” Dan Sullivan of the same paper
described him as “The thinking man’s tap
dancer.” The New York Times (Jennifer
Dunning) said, “The delighted fascination
that seems to drive the Los Angeles-based
Mr. Desio to explore these high-tech exten-
sions of traditional tap also informs his...
dancing. His intricate, deft footwork and his
ease are compelling. But in the end it is the
cagey exuberance of this leprechaun tapster
that makes the work so enjoyable.”

Alfred has been the subject of major television and radio programs
concerned with his innovative work with tap and electronics,
including The Today Show, 2 On the Town, NBC News/National,
Morning Edition/ and Performance Today/NPR, and Tappin,” a
documentary of the making of the film Tap. He performed and was
featured in a film produced by Rusty Frank and Arthur Dong about
the history and future of tap as well as being featured on Canada’s
High Tech Culture. Alfred worked as teacher/choreographer with
Korean media star So Rhee Oak and was featured in a documen-
tary on American Tap for the Korean Broadcasting System. As a

member of the WESTAF touring roster, performances included
many western states. Selected for the International Programming
Network, Desio also performed in Barcelona at the international
festival Dies de Dansa. He also created one of the title roles in the
German art movie Zwei im Frack (Two In Tails). The award-winning
short was seen in numerous film festivals all over the world.

Associate Director of LOS ANGELES CHOREOGRAPHERS &
DANCERS (LA C&D), the non-profit base of Zapped Taps™/
Alfred Desio, Alfred was also a 30-year faculty member of the
Colburn School of Performing Arts. In fact, his first formal teaching
job was there in 1977 when it was called the Community School
on the campus of USC. Although he never applied for teaching
work, the Chair of Drama at USC where his wife was teaching, saw

the company’s first full concert at Bing Theatre USC, in

1979, and was blown away by his creative

approach — tapping to a video

of himself in duet, and various

performing innovations. The

department chair asked Alfred

to teach his graduate students

at USC, where Alfred then

taught for many years. While at

USC, Alfred was the recipient of

a Faculty Research and Innovation

Fund (FRIF) grant for a collab-

orative project with his wife, Louise

Reichlin. He has taught at other

schools and was a Choreographer

in Residence at Loyola Marymount

University. Alfred also introduced his

Tap-Tronics as an enrichment lecturer

on the Royal Viking Sea on a Hawaiian
cruise.

Besides being an accomplished teacher,
Alfred Desio created and directed a special
performance project in the 80’s called Kids
Tap/L.A. Under his umbrella, LA C&D, he
received a Brody Arts Award from the CA
Community Foundation to have tap legend
Fayard Nicholas, of the Nicholas Brothers,
coach the young dancers. The group was
renamed Colburn Kids Tap/L.A. through
a joint project partnership with the Colburn
School in 1994. Alfred and the “Kids” perfor-
mances have included Kennedy Center in
Washington, D.C., Dance Kaleidoscope at
the Ford, the LA Children’s Museum, Dance
Roots at LA Theatre Center, the Greek
Theatre and their home theatre Zipper Hall.

Photos right and on
following page:
Rehearsing at the
Ford Amphitheatre
for concert with
Clayton-Hamilton
Jazz Orchestra 2004.





